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"student activities" that never by any chance include study, are all set 
forth simply, pointedly, dispassionately, and constructively by Mr. Hud- 
son. What he is seeking is a new all-embracing aim that, to use a word he 
avoids, will "motivate" American college education and transmute it 
into something that prepares the student to enter and act a part in the 
American social order. His ultimate hope is in the college professor 
himself. Reading such a thoughtful analysis and constructive attempt at 
definition should have some part in giving our highly specialized and 
individualistic faculties something of the social consciousness that must 
precede reform. It is this want of social consciousness which the author 
feels is the chief hindrance to the consideration of his views or of any 

other distinct educational change. 

G. S. F. 

The diary of a forty-niner. Edited by Chauncey L. Canfield. (Boston 
and New York: Houghton Mifflin company. 253 p. $3.50) 

"A stout, leather-bound book of some three hundred pages, containing 
a jumble of accounts and records of happenings and incidents ranging 
from the cost of provisions and supplies to notes of doings of mining 
chums and neighbors," bearing on the "inside of the front cover the 
name of Alfred T. Jackson, Norfolk, Litchfield County, Conn., October 
10, 1849, ' ' when reproduced in this attractive little book fully bears out 
the statement of the editor in his preface, where he says that "here at 
last was a truthful, unadorned, veracious chronicle of the placer mining 
days of the foothills, a narrative of events as they occurred. ' ' 

The first pages of this diary appear to have been lost, and the story 
begins with the entry of May 19, 1850, and the last entry is that of June 
13, 1852. Between these two dates the diarist kept a pretty faithful 
record of what he did and what he thought, although the editor is not 
far from the truth when he opines that the "naive confessions do not 
always give the real state of his mind or the true reasons for his actions, ' ' 
for "it is reasonable to believe that he entertained a lurking idea that it 
[the diary] might see the light." 

Not alone to the student of the history of California in the days of the 
gold fever is the diary worth perusing, for very few works of fiction hold 
the attention as does this day-by-day narrative with, what is unusual in 
such a contribution, the thread of a love story running in and out the 
tale of prospecting, digging, baking "sourdough," or taking occasional 
trips to San Francisco or the mountains. Altogether this diary forms a 
valuable addition to the source material already available for one of the 
most interesting episodes of American history. 



